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as Disc, Coyte, Foteball, and such like Pleys, but that every
persone myghty and able in bodie shuld use his Bowe,
by cause that the defense of this Lond stondeth moche by
Archers...
Pleas it therefore your Hignes...to ordeyne and establish
that, from the fest of Ester next comyng, no person Occupiour
nor Governor of any Messuage, Tenement, Gardyn or other
place within this Realme, voluntarily suffre any person to
occupie or playe any of the said Pleys....
Le Roi le voet\
(c)  Statutes of the Realm, 3rd Henry VIII. c. 3.
The Kyng our Sovereign Lord, (callyng to his most noble
and gracious remembraunce that by the feate and exercise of
the Subgiettes of this Realme in shotyng in long bowes there
hath continually growen and ben within the same gret nombre
and multitude, of good Archers..,.And also, by meanes and
occasion of custumable usage of Teynes-Play, Bowles, Classhe2
and other unlawfull games, prohibetted by many good and
beneficiall estatutes by auctorite of parliament in that behalf
provided and made, grete impoverisshement hath ensued, and
many heynous Murders Roberies and Feloun[i]es be committed
and done, and also the devyne [service] by suche missedoers
on holy and festivall days not herd or solempnised, to the
high displeasure of Almyghty God),..hath ordeyned.-.that
every man, being the Kynges subgiett, not lame decrepute or
maymed, nor havyng any other lawfull or resonable cause or
impediment, beyng withyn the age of LX yeres, (except to tho
men, spirituall men, Justices of the one benche and of the
other, Justices of Assise and Barons of the Escequere,) do use
and exercise shotyng in longbowes, and also to have a bowe
and arrowes redy contynually in his house to use hymself,
and do use hymself in shotyng; And also that the father[s],
governours and rulers of such as be of tendre age do teche
and bring uppe theym in the knowledge of the same shotyng,
...And that all Statutes heretofore made agenst theym that
use unlaufull games be duely putt in execucion,
1 formula of assent.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               * skittles.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